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As We Continue on Our Lenten Journey

From Our Pastor . . .
Dear Friends,
We are now in the season of Lent. Lent is
often seen as a season to be introspective,
a time to check in on our relationship with
God. Have we been praying and keeping
in touch? Have we given thanks as much
as we have asked for help? If we think
God has been ignoring us, Lent is a great
time to be honest about how often we have
ignored God.
We need a time like Lent to shift gears,
turn around (repent) and take stock of our
relationship with the Creator and Giver of
all life. After all, it is so easy to get
wrapped up in our daily agendas and forget that the God who loves us unconditionally truly desires to be in relationship with
us.
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In Lent we are reminded of what God has done for us, and the lengths to
which God was willing, and is willing to go to show us that love. There is
nothing we can do to destroy God’s love for us. Our God is like a father
who keeps vigil until his prodigal son/daughter comes home.
If we’ve been absent, can we see Lent as a time to turn back to God? Ultimately, Lent is what we make it; we can ignore it, or we can embrace it.
Lent has also been described as a wilderness time. Our quest for God can
feel like a journey into the wilderness; perhaps a little scary, perhaps a little dangerous. But in the end, it is a journey inward; a road of twists and
turns that ultimately finds its home in our heart.
According to the gospel of Mark, Jesus was driven into the wilderness
right after his baptism. The wording seems a little harsh. Yet Jesus would
return to the wilderness again and again to be in prayer with God, to reconnect, rest and be strengthened for whatever was coming. Can we do the
same?
Those who come from the southern cities of Madison and Milwaukee see
us up here in the Northwoods as living in a wilderness. To them it can be a
scary place at this time of year. The Hodag could possibly be living in the
woods. Yet our local version of the Wilderness is just as much a place of
meditation for us to meet, face to face, the beasts of anger, fear, grief, anxiety, guilt and shame that Jesus – and many who have come after him –
have to come to terms with when and
how to repent or return to God.
Your pastor and friend,
Chris
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Order Your Easter Flowers!
Easter Flowers are available for us to order for Easter Sunday. Please
make your selection and whom you would like listed as a memorial and present with your payment to the church office or in the offering plate no later
than Monday, March 23.

_____ Easter Lilies in 6” pot @ $12.00 each
$ _____ to the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund
Total enclosed: $_________
IN MEMORY/HONOR OF:
______________________________________________________
GIVEN BY:
______________________________________________________

Lay Readers for March
March 1
March 8
March 15
March 22
March 29

Julie Russell
Jerry Dykstra
??
Carolyn Jolin
Beth Kost

Women’s Fellowship to Meet
The March meeting of Women’s Fellowship will be on Wednesday,
March 18 at 1:00 p.m. at the church. All women are invited to attend
and bring a guest. After a program (yet to be announced!), refreshments
will be served. Devotions and a short business meeting will be included. Please join us on Wednesday, March 18 at 1:00 p.m. for this
time of fellowship and inspiration.

At the Café in March . . .
We invite you to join us each Wednesday evening
From 5 to 6 p.m. It’s only $5.00 for a complete meal.
So join us in March! Here’s what’s cookin’:
March 4
March 11
March 18
March 25

Spaghetti and Meatballs
Meatloaf Dinner
St. Patrick’s Day Corned Beef & Cabbage
Baked Chicken Dinner
www.rhinelanderucc.org
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Attention Class of 2015!

The Family Help for the Homeless Drive will be take place in Oneida County
and many other counties state wide to help families and individuals who are in
need and unable to purchase personal hygiene products. These products will
be collected during the drive beginning February 22 through March 15, 2015.
Please bring products with you to church and put them in the boxes that are
provided. Items most in need are: bathroom tissue, hair care products, deodorant, laundry soap, garbage bags, cleaning supplies, diapers, face/bath soap and
feminine products. Local participating service providers are: Personal Essentials Pantry, Rhinelander Area Food Pantry, Forward Service Corporation &
Northwoods Alliance for Temporary Housing.

Northwest Assoc. Annual Meeting
The 53rd Annual Meeting of the Northwest Association will be held at Nekoosa
United Church of Christ, 205 Market St., Nekoosa on Saturday, April 11 from 9:30
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. The Rev. Franz Rigert, our newly selected Conference Minister,
will be the speaker. He will invite us to consider the prophetic text: “A new heart I
will give you and a new spirit I will put within you.” (Ezekiel 36:26-27), as we talk
about new hope and renewed faith for the future of the Northwest Association. We
will be invited to re-imagine church and open our hearts and minds to new models
of ministry. This will be particularly relevant at this time when we are seeking a
pastoral leader to the Northwest Association, and accentuating our movement toward more intentional care and connection for clergy and congregations.
This year the business meeting and elections will occur in the morning, followed by
a lunch to be served at 12:30. The keynote address and worship will take place in
the afternoon. The “Wisconsin Gospellers,” a gospel choir of the Wisconsin Conference will be a part of the worship service. They rejoice in promoting gospel music for the renewal of the worship of the church.
Early registration is recommended for this event. The cost is $10 per person, and $5
per person for Confirmation students and youth. The registration deadline is Friday,
April 3. Please contact Pastor Chris or the church office if you would like to attend
the Annual Meeting of the Northwest Association on April 11.

Calling all Spring 2015 high
school graduates! We want to
celebrate you on Sunday, May
31. If you are an upcoming
graduate, or know one, please
contact the church office at 715365-1535.

Kids’ Studio invites YOU to our
Open House! Sound like a party?
It is! Plan to hang out with us in
our newly-painted classroom after church on April 12th. There.
Will. Be. Food. And a chance to
meet our hugely fun kids and
teachers. And while you’re thinking about Kids’ Studio, know that
we’re hosting a Family Sunday on
March 15. All of the kids and their
parents and loved ones will be
taking a trip over to Friendly Village to take the residents some
cheer and little
presents. It’s
part of our
mission to
serve others
and integrate
the generations.

Parenting Class Continues . . .
The parenting class organized by the Christian Ed Board and led by
Louise Perrault and Jami Turgeon has just completed its second threepart series. Attendees have been very engaged, participatory and appreciative. A big thanks not only to Jami and Louise, but also to the Food Ministry Angels who fed the class and the child care providers.
www.rhinelanderucc.org
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What We Get Up to on Your Behalf . . .
Over the past few months I have been giving you a broad outline of the organization of the Wisconsin Conference and the Northwest Association.
I was at the March meeting of the Wisconsin Board of Directors so I thought a quick overview of what went on there might illustrate the variety of
things that we considered when the board of 22 or so delegates meet. The morning portion of the meeting included a presentation on a guide to a nonprofit
organization on how to plan and organize reserve funds; detailed but useful. Apparently our Conference is one of the better nonprofits when it comes to planning for the future. The presentation was followed by the delegates breaking up into four groups to discuss and report on what questions have so far not been
asked that we might face in the future for which we have planned at this time. The reports would be heard after lunch. As the Board of Directors we also
acted as the calling body for the installations of Rev. Franz Rigert as our Conference Minister. As a group we shared parts in a moving liturgy of installation
of Franz within the square of our meeting place.
After lunch, the four groups reported on the results of the discussion question, with a wide variety of ‘Questions’. It became clear to the Board that
we would need to revisit our existing mission statement so that we are sure that what we are doing – and what we may do in the future – is true to the mission
of the Wisconsin Conference. The length of that mission statement was also discussed, and it was the consensus that we need a more concise and compelling statement, besides articulation of priorities. The regular business meeting portion began around 1:50 p.m. Items discussed were the staffing model proposed by Franz Rigert; changes to policies on health insurance for Conference staff; the role of the Executive Committee; a proposal from Rev. Kent Ulery
regarding intellectual property and a request for the Personnel Committee to develop a policy in this area for the Conference; the Board of Governance Committee for the Wisconsin Conference Board the Campital Campaign (for our two church camps); an update on the Video Conferencing project; and a request
for a donation to the Scholarship for Disabled Persons for Authorized Ministry (which was referred to the Budget & Finance Committee).
The representative from the UCC National Board from Wisconsin Conference had joined us and spoke to us about the Disabled Persons Ministry
and also explained why the United Church of Christ, Church House National office in Cleveland was on the market along with the Radisson hotel that the
church also owns. We have been assured that the reason for the move is not because of a shortage of funds in the church. Apparently downtown Cleveland
office rentals have skyrocketed in recent years. With reorganization having taken place in the church structure not as much office space is needed today.
The plan is to see if anyone wants the entire block then rent back the office space that present day needs suggest. The hotel was never meant to have been
kept but after it was built at the end of 1999 the travel market collapsed following 9/11. The world economy has changed now for the better and any sale proceeds can be repaid to the UCC funds it came from in the first place.
Both the Conference and the Northwest Association have been acutely aware that the present staffing levels are inadequate to cover our needs,
but modern communication methods could make better use of the staff we do have. To this end Northwest Association proposed to the Conference last year
that we enter a joint project to install high end video conferencing facilities at strategic locations around our Association. The Moon Beach camp wanted to be
included in the scheme. Conference and Association have now agreed both the strategy and the funding for the video conferencing plan to be implemented
as soon as is practical. Video conferencing hubs will be located at Moon Beach, Grace UCC,in Wausau, First Congregational UCC in Eau Claire, and the
Conference Office in De Forest. No church should be more than 2 hours away from a hub.
Pastor Chris,
Conference and Northwest Association Director

The 5 Practices of a Fruitful Congregation . . .
Our February meeting centered around the topic of Passionate Worship. The following is a list of ideas we discussed:
Hospitality Related:
• Next time the parking lot lines are repainted, think about reversing the traffic flow so that visitors see the front entrance first.
• Think about ways we can leverage our proximity to the high school to offer some type of ministry there.
• Try to make Wednesday dinner more accessible. The early start time precludes a number of people from attending. Ideas suggested
were extending the serving time and/or having two seatings.
• Think about ways we could be involved in the Country Music Festival. There are a lot of people in town, some showering and eating at
the high school. It might be a good time to extend hospitality.
Worship Related:
• Think about ways we can incorporate a screen in the sanctuary. A screen opens up many opportunities for enhancing worship.
• Write “teasers” to encourage people to attend worship services and other special events. Print them on the back of the bulletin or e-mail
them.
• Consider a mid-week prayer service in the morning.
• Research and make known audio and/or video recordings and study guides for topics of interest to the congregation, especially relating
to activities at the church.
• Add more upbeat, newer music to the service.
• Have an old-fashioned hymn sing once in a while.
• Don’t have too much “stuff” after the sermon so that we leave with the sermon fresh in our minds.
• Get more lay people involved in the service. Perhaps create some worship teams to do parts of the liturgy.
• Add some color to the sanctuary. Perhaps new banners or cloths on the altar. Have flowers, especially in the summer when people can
bring them from their gardens.
• Print the Lord’s Prayer in the bulletin. This was done in the past. It was eliminated due to space considerations. Not everyone is familiar with the Lord’s Prayer, and even church people all say it a bit differently.
Submitted by Jerry Dykstra
www.rhinelanderucc.org
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