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A “God Is Still Speaking” 

Church 

From Our Pastor . . . 
Dear Friends, 

During the month of July my sermons have been focused upon the gospel of Matthew 

and particularly the parables relating to seed planting.  I explored the various mean-

ings within the Parable of the Sower, weeds sown with the wheat, and seeds that in-

cluded mustard seeds.  All very ‘earthy’ as one member commented. All the parables 

relate to the descriptions by Jesus of what the kingdom of heaven is like. It is up to us 

to decide whether the kingdom of heaven refers to the hope of changing our present 

predicament or the hope of going to somewhere better after death. I prefer working 

with the here and now than with hopes for a better afterlife. 

 

Anyone who has tried creating the smallest of window box gardens will be aware that 

before any seeds can be planted we must create the right environment for the seeds to 

grow.  Farmers spend far more time ploughing, tilling, and fertilizing the land than 

they do planting seeds.  Seed planting is the last thing to be done. 

 

And so it is with our church life.  If we are expecting to grow strong seeds and multi-

ply the harvest like mustard seed or seeds that fall on good soil, then we too must 

spend time, effort and money on creating the best environment for the seed to grow. 

Look around the church when you enter it.  The Narthex has been given an extensive 

face lift to offer an inviting and attractive showcase of our congregation.  That is not 

all; our church telephones and WiFi have been renewed and extended. During the 

summer a comprehensive and imaginative confirmation curriculum has been created, 

with the first group of confirmands forming in October. 

 

Our preparations have not ended there. During the final months of summer and into 

the fall the Fun and Fellowship team is putting together a program of opportunities for 

community formation.  Adult education programs are also being planned, and the 4U2 

worship services will take place on the first Sunday of the month in the morning and 

then repeated in the evening. 

 

If all these events were not showing our determination to provide a place for the 

planting of seeds for the future, then our planned New Year study of the Five Prac-

tices of Fruitful Congregations will help us do it even better.  See the article from 

Beth Kost in the body of the Newsletter. I’ve become quite exhausted with the list of 

programs and activities that are coming our way, and I have not even mentioned the 

report from the Youth Homelessness Task Group that was presented to the July meet-

ing of Outreach Board. More details of that story in the September Comma. Peace. 

 

Your pastor and friend, 

Chris 

http://www.rhinelanderucc.org


Practices of  
     Fruitful Congregations 
Imagine - a fruitful, vital, growing con-

gregation. 

What does it look like? 

 Radical Hospitality 

 Passionate Worship 

 Intentional Faith Development 

 Risk-taking Mission and Service 

 Extravagant Generosity 

Now, how do we get there? 

 

The truth is - the secrets of the most 

effective churches are not secret at all, 

nor are they new.   Fruitful congrega-

tions have simply gone back to the ba-

sics of church development and minis-

try practices and have implemented 

these practices with an abundance of 

passion and focus. 

 

At the July meeting, the Executive 

Council committed to begin a process 

focusing on the Practices of Fruitful 

Congregations. The Wisconsin Confer-

ence will assist us by providing a 

trained mentor who will guide us 

through the process. We will also iden-

tify a leadership team of 5 - 7 congrega-

tion members who are committed to 

church revitalization.  

 

Starting in early 2015, the leadership 

team and the mentor will work through 

each of the six practices (the initial pro-

gram only has five but the sixth is pro-

vided by the Conference). Additional 

individuals from the church will be in-

vited to the discussion meeting of a 

practice where they have specific 

knowledge or interest.   

 

We are a congregation made up of tal-

ented, committed, and passionate indi-

viduals, and we have already made 

strides in a number of the Practices. 

Why stop now? Let’s see how fruitful 

we can become! 

 

Beth Kost, Moderator  

Coming Soon to a Theatre Near You - 

First Light: Jesus and the Kingdom 
 Featuring John Dominic Crossan and Marcus Borg 

 

  Why did Jesus happen when he happened? Why the confluence of the Bap-

tism movement of John and the Kingdom movement of Jesus? Why the tiny 

villages around the Lake? Why the confrontations in Jerusalem? Why then? 

Why there?     

   Why were the titles of Caesar Augustus - Divine, Son of God, God from 

God, Lord, Redeemer, Liberator, and Savior of the World - taken from a Ro-

man emperor on the Palatine hill and given to a Jewish peasant on the Pales-

tine plain? Was it low lampoon or high treason? Either way, the Romans were 

not laughing.  

    What were the priorities of Jesus' proclamation of the Kingdom? How was 

the status quo of Roman imperial theology subverted by this obscure Galilean 

whose message continues to indict empires today?  

   If you have an interest in exploring these and similar questions, you are wel-

come to join a group which will use “First Light,” a DVD and study of the 

historical Jesus and the Kingdom of God with two of the world's leading Jesus 

scholars on location throughout the Galilee and Jerusalem. The first six of a 12

-session series will be starting late in September in the Dean Theatre. Advance 

registration is required.   For further information and to reserve a spot, call 

Mary at the church office at 715-365-1535 or email rhiucc@newnorth.net. 

Does God Have a Future?  Why It Matters Now 
This it the title of a Jesus Seminar On the Road (JSOR) which the Westar Insti-

tute has just announced will be held on November 7 & 8, 2014, at the Ply-

mouth Congregational Church in Minneapolis. Sessions will start at 7:30 p.m. 

Friday evening and conclude at 4:30 p.m. on Saturday afternoon. Presenters 

will be two prominent members of the Institute: Joseph Bessler, author of A 

Scandalous Jesus: How Three Historic Quests Changed Theology for the Better, 

and David Galston, author of Embracing the Human Jesus: A Wisdom Path for 

Contemporary Christianity. Advance registration is required. See 

www.westarinstitute.prg for further information, or contact Ed Stoever who 

says, “I have attended two of these events, and can report that they are infor-

mative, enjoyable, and very worthwhile.” 

 
Are you ready to love Rhinelander and 
put your faith to work?  You'll have 
that opportunity on Sunday, October 
19, when the Work Team will NOT at-
tend a worship service in our sanctu-

ary, but instead will go into Rhinelander and put our faith to work 
lending a hand where needed.  There are agencies, people, and 
places that need our help.  It may be painting at the NATH shelter 
home, doing some fall chores at the community garden, or writing a 
letter to our troops stationed overseas.  If you have an idea of worthy 
projects we might tackle on this Sunday, call Nancy Schmidt at 715-
369-1384 or e-mail her at nancytschmidt@gmail.com. 
    That Sunday we will meet at the church at 8:45 a.m. and travel to 
our assigned tasks where we will work until 12 noon.  Then we'll re-
turn to the church for a wrap-up with treats. 
    Watch for sign-up sheets  for this new event for our church, and 
get ready to love Rhinelander. 

mailto:rhiucc@newnorth.net


Fire in OUR Pews! 

The Annual Meeting of the Wisconsin Conference was de-

signed to light a fire within us as we gathered in Green 

Lake on Pentecost Sunday weekend. It was an uplifting, 

enlightening event that certainly served to fire me up. One 

of my favorite quotes came from Dr. Carolyn Pressler of 

United Theological Seminary. According to Dr. Pressler:  

“We are called to a task that is not humanly possible. It 

will not be small, but that’s okay because it’s not ours 

alone.”  So what exactly is our task? According to Ephe-

sians 4: 11-13, “God’s purpose was to equip God’s people 

for the work of serving and building up the body of Christ.”  

 

I have to admit, sometimes I lose sight of this task; forget-

ting that the privilege of being part of the family of God 

comes with responsibilities. Among many other failings, I 

don’t live up to the challenge to develop other disciples 

who can help change the world. I hesitate to invite my 

unchurched or dechurched friends to join us in worship or 

to participate in church activities. I can do better.  I must do 

better.  We must all do better. And you know what? It isn’t 

about increasing our attendance numbers or offering re-

ceipts; it’s about changing lives by helping others learn 

how to live in the way of Jesus and inviting them to help us 

change our world. 

 

In the coming months we will have some exciting opportu-

nities to reflect on our church’s strengths and equip our-

selves to make a difference in our world. Stay tuned.  Great 

things await us! 

Yours in Christ, 

Beth Kost, Moderator 

Walk MS - Rhinelander 

Multiple sclerosis is a chronic, unpredictable disease 
of the central nervous system. Most people are diag-
nosed between the ages of 20 and 50. MS has many 
and varied manifestations that include blurred vision, 
loss of balance, poor coordination, slurred speech, 
tremors, numbness, extreme fatigue, problems with 
memory and concentration, paralysis, blindness and 
more. MS is not considered a fatal disease, buthe un-
predictability of the disease can present many chal-
lenges to both the sufferer and their families. There 
are about 400,000 Americans with MS, and every 
hour someone is newly diagnosed. In Rhinelander 
alone there are believed to be over 100 sufferers. 
There are two support groups in Rhinelander. At least 
three church members and a number of friends of the 
church are MS sufferers. It seems there are many oth-
ers who have relatives or know someone who has 
been diagnosed with MS.  

On Saturday, September 6 there will be a sponsored 
walk in aid of MS. It starts and finishes at Rhinelander 
High School. Registration is at 9 a.m. and the walk 
starts at 10. If anyone wants to volunteer, walk, or 
pledge a donation, please contact Peggy Abel, Linda 
Havel, or Sue Hucker.  

Youth in Action 
Calling all young people, 7th grade and up!  We invite 
you to Confirmation Class 2014-15. Classes will be 
starting on Wednesday, October 8 and end on April 22, 
2015. In between, there’ll be a whole lotta fun and 
learning and grown goin’ on! 

Classes will take place beginning at 4:45 p.m. at the 
church, with a free supper provided by our very own 
Café. Classes will end by 6:30 p.m. Please indicate 
your interest by calling the church office at 715-365-
1535 or e-mailing at rhiucc@newnorth.net. You’ll get 
more information about the specific dates soon! 



Don’t Miss the Annual Shrimp Boil!! 
 
WHEN: Wednesday, August 20 

TIME:  5:00 p.m. 

 

We’ll be serving shrimp and a non-fish item, corn on the 

cob, and ice cream for dessert. Look for the sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall 

and register your attendance!!  

 
 
The third ONA 
(Open and Affirm-
ing) discernment ses-
sion will be held on 
Sunday, August 3 at 
10:30 a.m. This ses-
sion is entitled “What 
is a family?”. We may 
also review some 
samples of ONA 
statements that other 
c h u r c h e s  h a v e 
adopted. Please come 
and give your opin-
ions - we want to 
hear them!! 

Answers to “How Well Do You Know Your Pastor?” 

  

TRUE   

 FALSE – It’s their 40th this year 

 TRUE       

 TRUE          

 FALSE - gardening is a chore to him 

TRUE      

TRUE         

TRUE          

TRUE  

 FALSE -  he was born in Cambridge but attended Oxford University 

 FALSE – his father was in ordination training at Kings College, Cambridge  

 TRUE        

 FALSE – He and Sue regularly speak to all the family and also use Skype 

 TRUE           

 TRUE           

 TRUE  -  spent six months on the squad 

 TRUE – Leicester University Judo Team 

 TRUE        

 TRUE  - 1966 - 1974         

 FALSE – It is a Doctor of Ministry or DMin 

 FALSE 

 TRUE     

 TRUE -  Assistant to Company Secretary of British Aircraft Corporation          

 FALSE 

 TRUE          

 TRUE           

 TRUE           

 TRUE         

 TRUE          

 FALSE -  Sasha is an English Golden Retriever born in Peoria, Illinois 

 

How many of the statements did you think were true? 

 



 

IS GOD STILL SPEAKING? 

IS ANYBODY LISTENING? 
 

Ever since mankind first became aware of itself as a being separate from its surroundings, it has 

sought the answers to the ultimate mystery. Who are we? Where did we come from? What is our 

purpose? Where are we going? Is anybody in charge? Two thousand years ago there apparently 

was an itinerant preacher named Jesus who, following an ancient pattern of Israelites and other 

tribes around the world, taught and demonstrated a lifestyle that emphasized that there was mean-

ing and purpose to our existence, that we were connected to each other and indeed to everything 

else in this universe, and that we needed to recognize and embrace this reality. This he referred to 

as the Kingdom of God (heaven), and he taught that it was here and now, and not something that 

was attainable only after death. Following his death men and women, anxious to retain the reas-

surance and hope that Jesus’ vision awoke within them, transformed this man into Christ, adorned 

him with divine status, and made him an object of worship. Thus was born Christianity, which 

with many transformations and alterations, has endured to this day. 

 
Today, more than two thousand years later, we are living in a much different world than the one 

that existed when Christianity was evolving. We know much more about the composition, scale, 

organization, and history of the entire universe, including the life within it. The notion of a King-

dom of God is a creation of mankind, representing our hopes and aspirations for the meaning of 

our existence. Whatever the ultimate reality of our existence may be, we experience it as a life 

force within us that binds us and all of creation together. However that life force may be experi-

enced, its reality is internal and unique to each of us, individually. And one of the best way to 

share this experience, to hear God speaking, is by participating in discussion groups where we 

share and are exposed to both new information and to the insights and views of others.  

 
Yes, God is indeed still speaking, and we indeed can be still listening. A wealth of audio, video, 

and literary material is available to support our efforts. One source is The Westar Institute, a 

member-supported non-profit educational institute with a two-fold mission: to foster collabora-

tive, cumulative research in religious studies; and, to communicate the results of the scholarship 

to a broad, non-specialist pubic. Westar has published dozens of books for a general audience. 

Polebridge Press, the publishing arm of Westar Institute, has announced that they will make se-

lections of their books available at a 30 percent discount for orders of 5 or more copies. See their 

website, westarinstitute.org, for a complete list of all available titles. A small selection of some of 

these titles may be examined in the church lounge, in the book shelves devoted to Progressive 

Christianity. 

 
Our discussion group always start with this declaration: We have gathered together to provide a 

safe environment wherein each individual is valued and can be free to explore ideas without con-

cern of being judged in any form. We regard each other as equal individuals and are aware that 

we can contribute to our own growth and development and just as importantly to each other’s 

growth and development.  

 
Is anyone interested in listening for God by participating in a discussion group? There are no re-

strictions on age. And one need not be a member if this church. To indicate your interest, or for 

further information, check with Jim Leschke (9715-362-7157) or Ed Stoever (715-352-8933). 
 
 



 

 

 

Worship 4U2 in July was held as usual in the Dean Theater but the day was changed to a 

Wednesday evening at 6:15 p.m. as an experiment for the summer season.  The service followed 

a picnic supper. The experiment seemed to have worked.  There were 32 people in the worship 

service.  It may have helped to have had Pam McVety as the guest speaker on the topic of Stew-

ardship of the Earth. 

 

The planning team of 4U2 worship has found that the discussion time in the service has been 

well received, and the July service proved that this was indeed a core part of our worship. 

 

During her spot, Pam brought to the notice of us all the UCC resolution that was passed at the 

General Synod in 2013 on divestment from fossil fuel companies.  It sometimes takes a while for 

news to reach the Northwoods. We were told that the resolution created a set of strategies to at-

tack climate change - which includes a path to divestment from fossil fuel companies. Those who 

study the damage being done to our environment report that we have six years to make drastic 

changes to the way we treat or environment before it will be too late to reverse the trends. The 

passing of this resolution made the United Church of Christ the first major religious body in the  

U.S. to vote to divest from fossil fuel companies 

and calls for enhanced shareholder engagement in 

fossil fuel companies. Pam made us aware of the 

Carbon Tracker 200 List of the most polluting 

companies on the planet from whom we should 

be withdrawing our financial support.  

 

As Merlin Van Buren brought the discussion time 

to a conclusion it was clear that those at this wor-

ship service wanted to take things further.  There 

were suggestions of a vote to be taken within a 

congregational meeting to accept the UCC resolu-

tion for divesting from fossil fuel companies as 

well as adopting ‘Green’ projects and the creation 

of a Green Ministry for Education and Action. 

This was a lively service where action was loudly 

called for from those present. 

 

The next 4U2 worship service will be on Wednes-

day, August 6 at 6:15 p.m. following a meal in the 

Fellowship Hall. 

 

Pastor Chris 

Report on Worship 4U2 July 16, 2014 


