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FROM THE PASTOR: 

 Dear Friends, 

We mark the start of the new 

church year with our Rally Day worship 

service on September 14.  That service 

will include teacher appreciation, teacher 

blessing, and Bible presentations.  Labor 

Day will have come and gone and the 

schools and colleges will be gearing up 

for another academic year as we gear up 

for our new church year.  

The choir and bell choirs start up 

again on September 3 following the café 

on Wednesday evenings.  This year our 

meals will be provided by an outside ca-

terer who has catered our Café meals in 

the past. 

For the first time in some years 

we will be running a confirmation class. 

A ministry group from Christian Educa-

tion has put together a new, 21st century 

style confirmation course that runs for 

just one semester rather than previous 

year- or two-year courses. Our hope is 

that the more modern approach will en-

courage and excite our young people. 

As I was going through the vari-

ous groups reporting or meeting in recent 

weeks, I noticed how many of those 

groups were mission orientated.  Gail 

Willcox and Jan Leschke organized the 

first official open day of the 2014-15 

Warm for Winter season in August – best 

to be prepared – and nearly 50 people 

took advantage of the day.  

Jackie Schmieder has been head-

ing up our backpack program that offers 

school supplies to needy families. She 

and her team have been collecting, buy-

ing, and packing.  Our thanks go to all 

people and organizations that have con-

tributed money or supplies for this pro-

gram. 

   The Outreach Board Task Group 

on youth homelessness presented its report 

to the Outreach Board in July and the re-

port was accepted and supported at the 

August meeting.  That report takes things 

to the next level (see the article on Youth 

Homelessness later in “The Comma”). 

If all these projects were not 

enough, another ministry group, Faith In 

Action, led by Nancy Schmidt, is working 

toward Faith In Action Sunday on October 

19.  Nancy came across the idea in a 

church she knows in Madison and thought 

it would travel well to Rhinelander.   

On a particular Sunday – in our 

case Sunday October 19 – volunteers go 

forth from our church to carry out pre-

assigned tasks for charitable organizations 

and needy people in our town. 

Never let it be said that our church 

sits back and only holds coffee mornings.  

Now there is an idea.  We haven’t had one 

of those for a while. 

This September is the 40th anni-

versary of my marriage to Sue.  I ask 

“where has the time gone?” while Sue 

might have other questions.  To celebrate 

Sue and I are going over to be with our 

children and grandchildren for a couple of 

weeks.  We have rented a house that can 

hold all ten of us without using bunk beds 

or tents.   

See you in October. 

 

Your pastor and friend, 

 
Chris  

What’s INSIDE 

COME SEE US 

135 E. Larch St. 

Rhinelander, WI   54501 

CALL US 

(715) 365-1535 

VISIT US 

www.rhinelanderucc.org 

E-MAIL US 

rhiucc@newnorth.net 

 

A “God Is Still Speaking” 

Church 

http://www.rhinelanderucc.org
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Sr. Choir will begin rehearsals for 

the new program year Wednes-
day, September 3, at 5:30 pm.  

This group will be participating 
in the Sunday morning service 2 
to 3 times a month.  Whether you 

are a” shower” singer or have 
choir experience, you are encour-
aged to share your talent with 

this group.  Questions?  Call 

Mary Peterson at 715 362-2156. 

After our summer break, we invite you to join us each  
Wednesday evening - we serve from 5 to 6 p.m.  

Below are the menus for the month of September: 
 

 September 3: Chicken Alfredo dinner 
 September 10: Old-Fashioned Beef Stew 
 September 17: Roast Pork dinner 
 September 24: Baked Chicken 
 
Our complete meals are at the great price of 
$5.00 per person for all you can eat. So join us 
each Wednesday evening for a delicious meal 
and lots of fellowship.  

PEP at the Farmers Market 

    On Saturday, September 6 the Personal Es-
sentials Pantry will have a table at the Farmers 
Market and YOU can help! They are looking 
for donations of homemade candies, jams, 
baked goods, etc. Anything homemade! All 
proceeds will go to help support the Personal 
Essentials Pantry. 

Hot Dog, Popcorn, & Movie Night! 

    The Fun & Fellowship team, along 
with the Christian Ed Board, are 
sponsoring a family night at the 
movies! We’ll start with a hot dog 
supper in Fellowship Hall and move 
into the Dean Theater for “The 
Princess Bride,” a kid-friendly 
movie the whole congregation will 

 enjoy! So mark your calendars 
for SATURDAY, SEPT. 27 at 
5:30 p.m. for an all-church 
evening of food, flick, fun, 
and fellowship! Any ques-
tions?? Contact the church 
office. Hope to see you ALL 
there!! 

Women’s Fellowship to Meet 
Women’s Fellowship will be holding its first meeting of the 

fall on Wednesday, September 17 at 1:00 p.m. the program 

will feature Rev. Gerald Anderson, who in his retirement 

has hiked the Appalachian Trail. Come hear the story of 

this adventure. The meeting will be held at the church and 

will include refreshments and a short business meeting. All 

women are invited to attend and bring a friend!  Let’s get 

the year started with a good turnout on September 17th at 

1:00 p.m.  

Welcome Back to The Café !! 

The MESSENGER September 2014 

Are you ready to love Rhine-

lander and put your faith to 

work? You’ll have that opportu-

nity on Sunday, October 19 
when we will go into the Rhine-

lander community and put our 

faith to work lending a hand 

where it’s needed. It may be 

painting, raking, washing win-

dows, doing some fall chores at 

the Community Garden, or writ-

ing a letter to our troops stationed 

overseas. We’ll work from 9:00 

a.m. until noon that day as we 

help to make a difference in our 

community. Start looking for sign

-up sheets for this Love event. 

You will soon see Team Mem-

bers in “Love Rhinelander” tee 

shirts - feel free to stop one of 

them and find out more about this 

exciting event.  

Don’t Miss It!! 
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From the Financial Planning Board 

    “He’s Got the Whole World  
In His Hands” 

God’s ministries are throughout 
the world, and the Financial Plan-
ning Board is very excited to fulfill 
those ministries through the start 
of our 2015 Stewardship Cam-
paign on September 21st. Through 
our fall stewardship campaign, we 
are asking you to please consider 

 returning the Time & Talent 
pledge card indicating your inter-
est in serving the church. 
Whether it’s once or several 
times throughout the year. Your 
time and talent are as valuable as 
your financial pledge to the 
growth and fellowship of our 
church. Thank you!! 

Lay Readers 
For September 
 

 

 

Sept. 7  Sharon Schroeder 

Sept. 14       Becky Corey 

Sept. 21       Carolyn Jolin 

Sept. 28 Beth Kost 

It’s Time for the Fall Rummage Sale! 
The Fall Rummage Sale will be held on Friday, October 3 from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. and a bag sale will be held on Saturday, October 4 from 9 a.m. to 
noon. This year we will be including a large collection of Christmas items. 
In addition, we need donations of clothes, small appliances, kitchen items, 
sporting goods and miscellaneous items. Please make sure donations are 
clean and in working condition. NO TV’s, COMPUTERS OR LARGE AP-
PLIANCES. Bring items to the church on Set-Up Day, Thursday, October 
2 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. or before BY SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT ONLY.  
Please contact Sharon Schroeder (282-7157 or sharonschroe-
der@frontiernet.net) if you can help.  

    The Task Group that was set up by the Out-

reach Board in January, 2014 to investigate 

youth homelessness in our area has presented 

its 15-page report of an unmet need which was 

accepted and endorsed by the Board.  

    The River News carried an article back in 

November, 2011, Homelessness in the North-

woods; a Hidden Problem, and spelled out the 

difference between urban and rural homeless-

ness.  Urban homelessness is visible on the 

street, but rural homelessness can include peo-

ple who are sleeping in campers or tents, in 

their cars parked in friends’ driveways, dou-

bling up with other families, or “couch-surfing” 

between friends’ and relatives’ homes.  This 

often means homelessness in rural areas is 

more difficult to see. 

    In that same article the reporter pointed out 

that affordable housing can be difficult to find 

in the best of economic times, but in the rural 

Northwoods where 56% of employment oppor-

tunities are in seasonal retail, service or trans-

portation industries, wages are below a living 

wage and few carry benefits.  Congressman 

Sean Duffy  (Wisconsin 7th District) as recently 

as June 10, 2014, observed during a Congres-

sional debate, that “the pain of poverty affects 

our communities in rural America just like in 

urban America, but often times it can be a lot   

more complicated. Instead of having families 

move out onto the street, often time we see 

neighbors – 2 or 3 families – moving into a 

single bedroom apartment so they can give 

their kids shelter.”  

     The report of the Task Group supplied 

data to support its findings and also identified 

resources and possible programs to meet the 

need of youth homelessness.  

     The proposed project is what is known as 

a transitional living program.  It is not a short 

term homeless shelter, nor is it a children’s 

home.  It is a very specific, residential pro-

gram of up to two years duration, for young 

homeless people.  The suggested program 

has a proven track record of success in vari-

ous parts of the world.  Two examples were 

visited by the Task Group in St. Paul, Minne-

sota, but others exist in Canada, Australia, 

New Zealand, and the United Kingdom.  

     To protect the church and allow grant 

applications as a charitable organization, the 

program will be seeking some form of chari-

table status with the name The Lifeboat 

Trust.  We hope it will become a mission of 

First Congregational United Church of 

Christ, Rhinelander but it is not expected that 

this church would be responsible for any 

heavy investment into a subsequent project. 

We have heard rumblings from some  

 individuals that what is being suggested is 

well beyond the capabilities of First Con-

gregational UCC. This church supported 

NATH at its inception with a $20,000 

grant and the temporary use of the United 

Church of Christ 501(c)(3) IRS tax num-

ber.  The Task Group does not recommend 

asking for any large sums from the church 

toward the proposed program.  

     Various parts of the proposed project 

may well be created through a consortium 

of interested groups and existing programs 

funded by state and federal grants. 

     The Task Group members are hoping 

that our congregation will catch the vision 

and embrace the idea born through its com-

passion, action, and support. 

     The Task Group has also taken on two 

new members since the report was pre-

sented: Tami Ellis, Executive Director of 

Kids In Need, based in Rhinelander, and 

Tim O’Connor who is a member of Finan-

cial Planning Board. Anyone interested in 

being part of our ongoing plans or wanting 

to know more about the vision can ask any 

of the members of the Task Group: 

Pastor Chris, Merlin Van Buren, Dr. 

Peggy Abel and Bob Abel, Margot and 

Buck Schwartzman, Tami Ellis,  

and Tim O’Connor  

Task Group on Youth Homelessness 
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Women’s Fellowship Has Plans  
for Something New! 

   Instead of the Christmas Bazaar as held in years past, we are planning for 
a Day for Kids, whose moms will be attending other events in the commu-
nity. Plans are underway to host kids from 4 to 10 ears of age, with a day 
featuring movie time, story time, a Santa Store and other activities. A morn-
ing snack and a kid-friendly lunch will be served. Stay tuned for more details 
and opportunities to help. 

Church Photo Directories . . . 

   Our new church photo directories are in the hands of 
Lifetouch and should be in our hands soon! If you did 
not have a photo taken at church, and had one sub-
mitted for you, a charge of $10 can be paid to Nancy 
Brissee. 

I just read today’s Still Speaking Daily Devotional (dailydevotional@ucc.org) entitled 

“Fake Hippy Love” by Matt Fitzgerald based on the scripture from Mark 12:31, “Love 
your neighbor as yourself.” It spoke of a waiter whose car was covered in bumper stick-
ers supporting every social justice cause possible: Native Americans, marginalized 

workers, the earth, oppressed minorities everywhere.  You name it; he was on fire for it. 
        The problem was he was awful to work with. He lacked basic social skills, refused 

to tip out the busboys, didn’t bother to give his coworkers the time of day; he was just 
plain rude. One coworker’s assessment was that he was “one of those hippies who loves 
humanity but can’t stand people.” He loved everyone – except the one he was with. 

        Both inside and outside the church it can be challenging to love the ones we are 
with, to “love our neighbors as ourselves.” In fact, I find it easy to do just the opposite – 
to find fault in our neighbors and simply love ourselves. Easy; yes, but certainly not 

what we’re called to do. Jesus didn’t command that we like our neighbor, but rather that we love him or her.  Of 
course, universal love is easier said than done. 
        As was stated in this devotional, “anybody can slap a bumper sticker on their car, but it takes a real Chris-

tian to be kind to an exasperating colleague, patient with a long-winded church member or committed to an 
ornery teenager.” 

        Let us each be that kind of Christian – patient, kind, understanding, committed, and loving to others– even 
when we don’t like them. Help us strive to become a community filled with Christ-like love. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Beth Kost, Moderator 

mailto:dailydevotional@ucc.org

