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 OCTOBER 2014 

First Congregational  
United Church of Christ 

 

The COMMA 

THINGS ARE HAPPENING IN OCTOBER! 

If you thought Fall was a nice, relaxing, uneventful time of year; take another look! 

So many wonderful things are happening in our church; here are just a few… 

 

October 5 – The Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations initiative takes a 

big step forward as Cathy Wille, our mentor for the process, will address us in 

traditional worship. Worship 4U2 expands to include a Sunday evening service 

AND Kids Studio continues to thrive and grow. 

 

October 8 – A group of five young people begin the next phase of their faith journey 

as Confirmation officially kicks off. 

 

October 12 – A special congregational meeting will be held to determine if we 

choose to become an Open and Affirming (ONA) congregation. 

 

October 19 – Members of our congregation display faith in action in the new and 

exciting Love Rhinelander Sunday. 

 

Finally, our Financial Planning Board will ask for you to pledge your money and 

your talents to allow all of these activities to continue.  Please prayerfully consider 

your response to the Stewardship Campaign. 
 

I feel blessed to be a part of such a caring, vibrant congregation.  Thanks to each of 

you for the part you play. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

 

Beth Kost, Moderator 

 Mark Your Calendar 
 

Oct. 2 Rummage Sale 

 Set Up 

 

Oct. 3 & 4    Rummage Sale 

 

Oct 5    Worship 4U2 

              10:30 am and 7 pm  

 

Oct. 11    Fun & Fellowship 

     Food Pantry  fundraiser 

 

Oct. 12  Congregational  

 Meeting 

 

Oct. 19   Love Rhinelander 

 Sunday 

 

Oct. 25 Fun &  Fellowship 

 Movie Night 

COME SEE US 

135 E. Larch St. 

Rhinelander, WI   

54501 

CALL US 

(715) 365-1535 

VISIT US 

www.rhinelanderucc.org 

E-MAIL US 

rhiucc@newnorth.net 

A “God Is Still 

Speaking” 

Church 

http://www.rhinelanderucc.org
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CONGREGATIONAL MEETING SCHEDULED 

“Small Farmers, 
Big Change” 

 
Founded in 1986, Equal 
Exchange is a worker-owned 
co-op. That means each of 
our over 100 worker-owners 
has an equal stake - and an 
equal vote - in our business. 
We partner with small farmer 
co-ops to change existing 
power structures in the food 
system, and bring you 
delicious, fairly traded foods. 
 
Be sure to try our coffees, 
teas, chocolate and more 
located in the cupboards in 
Fellowship Hall. A price list is 
inside the cupboard door - 
just pick your products and 
leave your money!  
 
NEW THIS MONTH:   

Dark Chocolate Caramel 
Crunch with Sea Salt -  

DELICIOUS!! 

Over the last few months 3 informational/discussion sessions were held 
regarding sexual orientation, what the Bible says about homosexuality, 
what the word “family” means in this modern era, and what “Open and 
Affirming” means. Those who attended these sessions had few fears 
about our congregation becoming Open and Affirming, and so at the last 
session we developed the following Open and Affirming Statement: 
 

OPEN AND AFFIRMING STATEMENT 
 
As members of the First Congregational United Church of 
Christ, Rhinelander, we believe that while we are many, we 
are one body in Christ.  We are called to love one another, to 
do justice, to bring release to the oppressed, and to walk 
humbly with our God. 
 
Recognizing insensitivities and prejudices that segments of 
our society experience, we want it known that we extend 
welcome to individuals of every race, gender, age, physical 
and mental ability, sexual orientation, socio-economic status, 
national and religious background.  We are inclusive in our 
invitation to participate in the ministry of the community of 
faith, including membership, leadership, and employment.  All 
are invited to participate in the full life of the church, including 
but not limited to:  the sacraments of baptism and 
communion, rites of confirmation, and ceremonies of marriage 
or covenant as allowed by the laws of the State of Wisconsin. 
 
The example of Jesus’ love is our guide. 
 

The next step in the process is to Vote!  And so on October 12 we will do 
just that at a special congregational meeting directly after church in the 
sanctuary.  The vote will be by paper ballot.  If anyone has questions 
about what “Open and Affirming” means, suggestions, or fears, please 
contact Judy Thoms, Beth Kost, or Pastor Chris.   
 
See you on October 12! 
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A Warm for Winter 
Thank You! 

Warm for Winter, always presented 
under the auspices of our church, will 
be up and running at Friendly Village 
again for the fall and winter season 
beginning the last Saturday of 
September and continuing on the last 
Saturday of every month through 
February. Of course, the clothing 
pantry is always available on an 
emergency basis, and such requests 
are frequently received throughout the 
year. 

Our inventory is abundant – a better 
adjective might be overstocked - 
although we are always looking for 
bedding and children’s clothing, 
particularly snow pants and snow 
suits.  

Two garage sales have been held this 
summer in order to gather together 
enough cash to pay for the few items 
we have to buy; many thanks to Tom 
Jerow and Steven Schreier for hosting 
these events in their garage. 

Pam McVety, our third chair during the 
summer months, has given countless 
hours in arranging the inventory and 
organizing the rooms to accommodate 
and display all we have to offer in the 
best possible light; we extend to her, 
too, a profound thank-you. 

Many, many other volunteer hours by 
many, many additional willing 
volunteers have been spend getting 
our rooms ready for the season. We 
extend to each and every one of them 
a huge thank-you for the time and 
effort given on behalf of Warm for 
Winter, as without them we would not 
be in existence.  

Jan Leschke and Gale Willcox 

Books, Books, and More Books! 
The Christian Ed Board Needs Your Help! 
 
The Kids’ Studio (our Sunday morning church 
school program) has just purchased a 
wonderful curriculum for our children from the 
International Forgiveness Institute, based in 
Madison. The curriculum for children ages 6 to 
8 is based on works of Dr. Seuss and includes 
the books: Horton Hears a Who, Horton 
Hatches the Egg, Yertle the Turtle and Other 
Stories, The Sneetches and Other Stories, 
The Butter Battle Book, My Many Colored 
Days, as well as The Tears of the Dragon by 
Hirosuke Hamamda, and Pumpkin Soup by 
Helen Cooper. The children will be learning 
about inherent worth, kindness, respect, 
generosity, moral love, and forgiveness. 

The curriculum for ages 4-5 includes the books: 
I Love My New Toy, by Mo Willems,  Fill a 
Bucket by Carol McCloud and Katherine Martin, 
No Matter What by Debi Gliori, You Are My I 
Love You by Maryann K. Cusimano, A  Birthday 
for Frances by Russell Hoban, and Papa, Do 
You Love Me by Barbara M. Joosse. The 
children will be learning about love and 
forgiveness. If anyone owns any of these books 
and would like to donate them to Kids’ Studio, 
or if anyone would like to purchase any for Kids’ 
Studio, it would be terrific! Only one copy of 
each book is needed. For more information, 
contact Jane Banning at 715-282-7972 or 
jabanning@gmail.com. There is also an 
International Forgiveness Institute curriculum 
for adults!  Check it out: 
www.internationalforgiveness.com 
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FALL RUMMAGE SALE SCHEDULED 

Friday, October 3 - 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Bag Sale Saturday, October 4 - 9 a.m. to noon 

Drop Off and Set Up: 
 Thursday, October 2 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

 
Bring your clean, usable household goods, toys, adult and children’s clothing, tools, 
linens, bedding, Christmas items/decorations and other items. PLEASE! NO elec-
tronics, large appliances or shoes unless almost new. 
 
We need lots of helpers! If you can help set up or help the days of the sales, please 
contact Sharon Schroeder at 715-282-5757. All proceeds are used for church and 
mission projects. Thank you for your help!! 

FUN & FELLOWSHIP FOOD PANTRY FUNDRAISER 
 
On Saturday, October 11 at 5:00 p.m. we’ll be hosting a Pampered Chef party to benefit the Rhinelander Area 
Food Pantry. Our Pampered Chef Consultant will be making the main dish for our meal, and we’ll bring the 
rest of the dinner. Everyone is invited - men included! We’ll have a great meal together and then place our 
Pampered Chef orders with our Consultant afterwards. The more we order, the more we earn for the food 
pantry! If you have any questions, or want to look at a catalogue before that evening, contact Mary in the 
church office.  

  

AND . . . HAPPY HALLOWEEN! 
 
Fun & Fellowship presents “Saturday Night at the Movies” at 6:00 p.m. on  Saturday, October 25. In keeping 
with a late October theme of Halloween, we’ll be showing an Alfred Hitchcock movie! Bring your favorite hors 
d’oeuvre to share, and then we’ll go in to the Dean Theatre with our drinks and popcorn and enjoy a good old-
fashioned scary movie! Watch your bulletins in the next few weeks for the title of the Hitchcock movie when 
we decide among his many great films! 

UPCOMING FUN & FELLOWSHIP EVENTS: 

October 11: Pampered Chef Dinner and Fundraiser for the 
       Food Pantry 
October 25: “Saturday Night at the Movies” - it’s Alfred 
       Hitchcock Night just in time for Halloween!  
            (see below for more info on October events) 
     
 
November 16:  “Sunday Night at the Movies” to be announced 
November 27:   Thanksgiving Dinner at the church 
 
 
December 6:     “Saturday Night at the Movies” Christmas 
           movie for everyone 
December 20:   Christmas Candlelight Dinner 
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“MAY YOUR FAITH BE YOUR GUIDE” 

When everyone contributes a little, we grow a lot. We are truly blessed by your fellowship and early response in 

returning both pledge cards. It is so exciting to visually see so many changes take place in our church this past 

year, and to see so many members initiate those changes. We are so thankful to the many boards and individuals 

contributing their time, talen and financial support to fulfill those needs, and we look forward to seeing more 

changes in 2015 through your support. If for some reason you did not receive your 2015 stewardship campaign 

materials, please contact Judy Fisher at 715-369-1376 or complete the cards below. And thank you!! 

WE HAVE A  
VICE-MODERATOR!! 

                                                                                               
The Executive Council is pleased to announce that Wally 
Dahlquist was nominated and has accepted the position of 
Vice-Moderator. Wally adds a wealth of knowledge and experi-
ence, and we are delighted that he has assumed this important 
leadership role. 

  Yours in Christ, Beth Kost, Moderator 

A CONFERENCE-WIDE 
REVITALIZATION 
GROUP 
 

Want to be a part of a church revitalization group?? Meetings 
are being held across the Wisconsin Conference with this 
intent. The closest one will be at  St. Stevens in Merrill on 
Wednesday, October 22 from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. Contact Minka 
Dawson at 715-369-3015 if you are interested. 

Time and Talent Pledge 
Yes, I may be called to serve my church for the following: 
 
Board Member: 
_____ Administrative       _____ Christian Education 
_____ Financial Planning    ____ Outreach   ____ Spiritual Life 
 
Welcome Team: 
____ Greeter   ____ Usher   ____ Communion set up/clean up 
____ Sunday Coffee Server     ____Refreshment Provider 
____ Lay Reader    ____ Transport members to church 
Other: ______________________________________________ 
 
Name(s): ___________________________________________ 
Phone/e-mail: _______________________________________ 

2015 Pledge 

“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” 
Philippians 4:13 

Please complete and return to the church office 
 

In recognition of God’s blessings, I/we will pledge $ __________ 
per __________ and grow in faith through church participation 
and prayer. 
 
Name ______________________________________________ 
Address ____________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________ 
Phone/e-mail ________________________________________ 
Signature ___________________________________________ 
Date _________________    
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THIS MONTH AT THE CAFÉ 
 
We invite you to join us each Wednesday  

evening - we serve from 5 to 6 p.m. 
Below are the menus for October: 

 

October 1: Swedish Meatballs 
October 8: Beef Tips over Noodles 
October 15:  Pork Boiled Dinner 
October 22 Baked Ham Dinner 
October 29 Chicken Dijon 
 
Our complete meals are at the great price of $5.00 per person 
for all you can eat. So join us each Wednesday evening for a 
delicious meal and lots of fellowship! 

Lay Readers for October 
 

October 5 Sandy McKitrick 
October 12 ?? 
October 19 ?? 
October 26 Margaret Baker 

The October meeting of Women’s Fellowship will be held on 
Wednesday, October 15 at 1:00 p.m. at the church. The pro-
gram will be presented by Julie Bronson, who will speak about 
the Northern Arts Council. Refreshments will be served. 
Please come join the women of the church. All are welcome 
on Wednesday October 15 at the church! 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP TO MEET 

Our Mission Sewing 
group meets most Thurs-
days from 10:30 a.m. to 
noon. Anyone interested 
in piecing and tying 
quilts for mission groups 
are welcome to attend. 
No prior experience is 
needed - we are happy to 
teach you! We are pres-
ently making quilts for 
our own Moon Beach 
Camp. 

You’re Invited to  
Join Our  

Mission Sewing Group 


