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Dear Friends, 
A Late Christmas Gift 

 
 Once upon a time, there was a man who worked very hard just to keep food 
on the table for his family. This particular year a few days before Christmas, he 
punished his little five-year-old daughter after learning that she had used up the 
family's only roll of expensive gold wrapping paper. 
  As money was tight, he became even more upset when on Christmas Eve he 
saw that the child had used all of the expensive gold paper to decorate one shoebox 
she had put under the Christmas tree. He also was concerned about where she had 
found the money to buy what was in the shoebox. 
  Nevertheless, the next morning the little girl, filled with excitement, brought the 
gift box to her father and said, "This is for you, Daddy!" 
  As he opened the box, the father was embarrassed by his earlier overreaction, 
now regretting how he had punished her. 
  But when he opened the shoebox, he found it was empty and again his anger 
flared. "Don't you know, young lady," he said harshly, "when you give someone a 
present, there's supposed to be something inside the package!" 
  The little girl looked up at him with sad tears rolling from her eyes and 
whispered: "Daddy, it's not empty. I blew kisses into it until it was all full." 
  The father was crushed. He fell on his knees and put his arms around his 
precious little girl. He begged her to forgive him for his unnecessary anger. 
  An accident took the life of the child only a short time later. It is said that the 
father kept that gold wrapped shoebox by his bed for all the years of his life. Whenever 
he was discouraged or faced difficult problems, he would open the box, take out an 
imaginary kiss, and remember the love of this beautiful child who had put it there.  
  In a very real sense, each of us has been given an invisible golden box filled 
with unconditional love and kisses from our children, family, friends and God. There is 
no more precious possession anyone could hold. 

And may I suggest that your New Year Resolution be not to waste that gift. 
 

A Happy New Year to you all. 
 

Your friend and pastor, Chris 
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Constitutional Changes 
Proposed 

At the December Executive Council 
meeting, a motion was made and 
approved to propose a change to the 
Church’s Constitution. The last few years 
have been a challenge  enlisting members 
to participate on church boards. Several 
boards recently have been unable to take 
action at meetings for lack of a quorum. 
The proposed changes would reduce 
boards from six to a minimum of five 
members and would reduce the number of 
members necessary for a quorum from 
four to three. Specifically the proposed 
changes would be under Article XI: 
Church Boards, Subpart B, General 
Provisions: 
 
   2.  Each board will consist of six a 
minimum of five members elected by the 
congregation. Pastors will be ex-officio 
members of all boards. 
 
   9.   Four Three members in an official 
meeting shall constitute a quorum. 
 
This proposed change will be announced 
during worship services the next several 
weeks.  
 

The congregation will be 
asked to vote on this 

proposed Constitutional 
change at our Annual 

Meeting on Sunday, January 

26 at 10:00 a.m. 

    The Pastor/Parish Committee is 
pleased to offer an opportunity for our 
community to meet in small groups with 
our Pastor.  We’re calling the meetings U 
in Conversation with Chris (or UCC 
meetings – isn’t that cute!).  The meetings 
will be held in the homes of Pastor/Parish 
Committee members and the topics will be 
wide open – whatever you’d like to dis-
cuss.  The intent is to have unstructured 
time for folks to ask questions and de-
velop relationships with each other and 
our Pastor.   Appetizers or a light meal will 
be served.  Transportation will be pro-

vided by committee members if 
necessary. Being small group discus-
sions, there will be a limited number of 
people able to attend each conver-
sation.  However, over time we’re hoping 
to give everyone a chance to attend one 
of these UCC meetings.  Our first 
meeting will be held on January 23 at the 
home of Judy Thoms.   If you’re inter-
ested in attending, please contact any 
one of the committee members (Nancy 
Brissee, Nancy Schmidt, Jim Leschke, 
Tom Jerow, Norma Christiansen, Harlan 
Larson, Judy Thoms, and Beth Kost).   

Lay Readers for January 

 Jan. 5  Mary Moxon 

 Jan. 12 Val Williams 

 Jan. 19 Becky Corey 

 Jan. 26 Sharon Schroeder 

What’s Cookin’ at the Café  

    January 1 Happy New Year!  No Café Tonight 

    January 8 Chicken Alfredo Dinner 

    January 15 Potluck – You Bring It! 

    January 22 Taco Night! 

    January 29 Potluck – It’s You Again!!  

Annual Meeting of the Congregation 

ConCongregationre   The First Congregational United Church of Christ will 
hold its annual meeting on Sunday, January 26 at 10:00 
a.m. following the worship service, which will be held at 
9:00 a.m. this morning.  At this important meeting we will 
vote on officers and board members for 2014, as well as 
voting on the ONA resolution for the Wisconsin 
Conference, and a change to our church constitution. 

  

   Pastor/Parish News 
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    As usual, December has seen an 

extremely busy First Congregational 

Church. The Christmas program on 

December 8 involved many adults and 

children and was fun. Thank you to 

Mary Dork for spearheading this 

event. The Pastor/Parish and 

Personnel committees have both met. 

An idea that came out of one and was 

heartily encouraged by the other was 

to start having small gatherings of 

members and Pastor Chris in private 

homes for informal and fun discus-

sions. You may be getting a call! 

   The Administrative Board has had a 

full plate this month with dealing with 

frozen then leaking pipes, and 

preparing the budget for 2014. 

Christian Ed Board continues to wow 

us with Kids’ Studio and new ideas 

for programs that could bring in 

young parents. The Spiritual Life 

Board has polled the congregation on 

times for worship services and you 

told them what you want. Our 

church’s outreach projects are 

amazing. Many of us have been 

ringing bells at ShopKo for the 

Salvation Army (did you know that 

86% of what is raised stays locally?). 

Thanks to Jan Leschke for organizing 

all the ringers at ShopKo. There are 

now 8 of us cooking for Frederick 

Place on the first and third Thursdays 

of each month. There is room on the 

schedule if you wish to cook 

occasionally! Warm for Winter 

continues its mission of supplying 

warm bedding, coats and clothes for 

anyone who shows up. Thanks to Jan 

Leschke and Gale Willcox for their 

ongoing leadership of this program. 

Under the capable hands and heads 

of Sue Bartels and Jackie Schmieder 

the White Gift program served well 

over 200 children; many others 

served by wrapping, wrapping, and 

wrapping a mountain of gifts. The 

Financial Planning Board has nearly 

completed its role of running the 

Pledge Drive – if you have not yet 

pledged, you still can! 

    Pastor Chris will be taking 

vacation January 6-20 inclusive. I 

have secured Rev. Arnie Bolin for 

preaching on January 12 and 12. He 

has been here before and is most 

enjoyable. 

    Finally, the Annual Meeting will 

be held on Sunday, January 26 after 

church. Please come! We will be 

voting on the budget, new board 

members, and the question of 

whether the Wisconsin Conference 

should become ONA (Open and 

Affirming). 

    Happy New Year and I wish you 

peace, love and joy in 2014! 

Judy Thoms 

     

 

 

 

  Musings of the Moderator Your Giving for 2013 

    In order to be credited for 
giving in 2013, your contri-
bution must be received in 
the church office no later 
than Friday, December 27 
before noon. 

 
Annual Reports Due 
Boards and Committees: 

Your annual reports are 
due in the church office NO 
LATER THAN FRIDAY, 
JANUARY 17, 2014 for 
inclusion in the 2013 
Annual Report for the 
Annual Meeting January 
26. 

From Your Financial Planning and Administrative Boards: 

   As of December 14, the pledged amount received for the 2014 budget is slightly under 
$140,000. This amount represents a drop of nearly $20,000 from the amount pledged last year. 
Unless there is a significant amount of pledged income to be received before the end of the year, 
we will be heading into 2014 with a very sizeable deficit budget. We urge anyone who has not yet 
returned their pledge card to please do so as soon as possible. We thank you for your 
cooperation and attention to this very important matter 
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The Results Are In! 
 

The Spiritual Life Board thanks all 
who responded to the worship times 
survey. We received 133 replies and 
the results are as follows: 
 
            9:00 a.m. 76 
          10:00 a.m. 48 
          10:30 a.m.   8 
 
A decision has been made to change 
the time of the traditional worship 
service to 9:00 a.m. effective January 
26, 2014. Worship 4U2 will be at 
10:30 a.m. on the 1st Sunday of each 
month. Watch for updates on times 
for the Kids’ Studio and Adult Forum. 



 Rhinelander United Church of Christ, where God Is Still Speaking             4 
 

 

First Congregational United Church of Christ Financial Statement 

as of November 30, 2013 

  

Income         Year-to-Date Actual            2013 Budget 

Pledged      $130,533.47     $160,598.00 

Non-Pledged         56,131.00         45,000.00 

Loose Offering           1,972.19           5,000.00 

Interest Income         0.00           4,000.00 

Parsonage Rental           6,000.00           7,200.00 

Old School Rental             1,200.00        0.00 

Trig’s Rebate Program          2,319.78            0.00 

Use of Facilities           2,324.70          1,500.00 

Miscellaneous Income             430.00           0.00 

Total income       200,911.14               223,298.00 

  

Expenses                                            Year-to-Date Actual          2013 Budget 

Payroll - Minister and Support Staff  112,820.62     137,169.00 

OCWM        17,949.00       17,200.00 

Mission          3,120.28         5,434.00 

Christian Education        4,198.86         6,950.00 

Building & Maintenance      44,820.40       54,650.00 

Boards/Committees        3,292.24         2,500.00 

Office Supplies         8,740.42       13,725.00 

Total Expenses     194,941.82     237,628.00 

  

Transfer Dean Fund to Schwab     17,000.00 

  

Total Expenses/Transfer   211,941.82  

  

Income Less Expenses    -11,030.68     -14,330.00 

  
  

 

The COMMA 

Thanks to all of you who took stars from our White Gift tree and purchased gifts/donated 
money for those less fortunate in our community. The final totals tell us that we served 
over 52 families consisting of approximately 150 children who, through your generosity, 
will be receiving more than one gift each on Christmas Day! Also a HUGE thank you to 
Jackie Schmieder, Rita Staus and Sue Bartels for organizing this daunting project, and 
thanks also to everyone who helped wrap our gifts. What a wonderful outreach ministry 
of our congregation to those in need! 
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ANNUAL MEETING 
January 26, 2014 

1) Call to Order 

2) Opening Prayer – Pastor Chris Hucker 

3) Verification of a quorum (minimum of 28 needed) 

4) Approve the agenda (additional items accepted) 

5) Approval of minutes 

a. 2013 Annual Meeting 

6) ONA Proposal and Vote (Conference) 

7) Treasurer’s Report 

8) Pastor’s Report 

9) Board Reports: 

a) Christian Education 

b) Outreach 

c) Spiritual Life 

d) Financial Planning 

e) Administrative Board – adoption of 2014 budget 

10) Committee Reports 

a) Women’s Fellowship 

b) Pastor/Parish Committee 

c) Endowment/Investment Committee 

d) Memorial Fund 

e) Personnel Committee 

11) Moderator’s Report 

12) New Business 

a) Election of Board Members and Officers 

b) Discussion of undertaking process of discernment to become an ONA congregation 

c) Amendment to the Constitution regarding number of required board members and quorum 

13) Other Business 

a) Charge to the boards 

b) Time and Talent sheet 

14) Adjournment  

 

The COMMA 



 Rhinelander United Church of Christ, where God Is Still Speaking             6 
 

 

The ONA Resolution for the Wisconsin Conference 

RESOLUTION FOR THE WISCONSIN CONFERENCE TO BE DESIGNATED AN OPEN AND AFFIRMING CONFERENCE: 
  
WHEREAS the United Church of Christ recognizes the foundational importance of the prayer of Jesus, “That they may all be 
one” (John 17:21), and;  
  
WHEREAS in the Gospel of Matthew (Matthew 22:37-40) and again in Luke (Luke 10:27-28), Jesus reiterates the two great 
commandments that we should love God and love our neighbors as ourselves (Luke 10:27-28), and;  
  
WHEREAS the United Church of Christ recognizes that all persons are welcome and are invited into the United Church of Christ 
as fellow human beings, each of us on our own individual faith journeys, and;  
  
WHEREAS the Wisconsin Conference currently has twenty-five churches officially designated as Open and Affirming, and;  
  
WHEREAS, the Wisconsin Conference recognizes that each of us offers unique perspectives, gifts and talents in support of the 
work of the Wisconsin Conference;  
  
WHEREAS there is a history of non-discrimination within the Wisconsin Conference staff;  
  
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Wisconsin Conference of the United Church of Christ affirms the rights and 
responsibilities to extend full participation in the ministry of the Wisconsin Conference to all people regardless of sexual 
orientation or expression, gender identity or expression, age, race, ethnicity, national origin, marital standing, ableness 
(physical, mental & emotional), economic status, family structure, or any other label that would seek to divide rather than to 
unite, and;  
  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Wisconsin Conference encourages the churches of the Conference to continue or enter into 
study possibly leading toward adoption of an inclusive, non-discrimination policy and a covenant of openness and affirmation 
which welcomes and accepts lesbian, gay, transgender, bisexual and questioning persons fully into the community of faith and 
acknowledges their gifts and talents, and;  
  
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the Wisconsin Conference be designated as an open and affirming conference in all of its 
practices, policies and procedures.  
 

            The COMMA 

BOOK CLUB READING: THE HUMAN JESUS AND CHURCH TODAY 

The Christianity Book Club continues its exploration of recent studies on the origins of Christianity and the implications of these 

discoveries on religious practices today with a reading of a book titled, ”Embracing the Human Jesus - A Wisdom Path for 

Contemporary Christianity. The author is David Galston, Ecumenical Chaplain at Brock University in St. Catharines, Ontario, 

Canada, a co-founder and president of the SnowStar Institute, a Fellow of the Jesus Seminar, and a United Church minister. Galston 

combines academic theory and basic Christian experience to offer a simple model that will help communities take the historical Jesus 

back to church. The Christianity Book Club is a non-church affiliated group of individuals seeking to keep informed on the continuing 

evolution of religious thinking that has been going on for over 2000 years, and at an accelerated rate during the past 200. The club 

does not seek to promote any specific theology or creed, but does strive to encourage intellectual honesty, and to maintain a spirit of 

inquiry and free exchange of ideas. Everyone of any persuasion of belief or unbelief is welcome to participate. Book Club meetings 

are held on the third Thursday of each month, from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m., in the Forum Room of the Rhinelander United Church of Christ, 

135 E. Larch St., Rhinelander. For further information, including where and how to obtain copies of the books selected for review, call 

715-362-8933. 

 


