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NATH gathered statistics that showed there was an adult 

homelessness problem in the Tri Counties and addressed that 

problem with the creation of the Frederick Street Shelter.  We are 

already well aware of the high demand that our local Food Pantry 

has to satisfy. On the other hand statistics for homeless youth are 

far more difficult to gather.   

The National Conference of State Legislatures admits that 

the precise numbers of homeless youth are difficult to determine 

due to a lack of a standard methodology and mobility of the 

homeless population.  What we do know is that by far the biggest 

known homeless youth group comes from youth aging out of 

foster care at 18. According to the U.S. Census Bureau, of the 

approximately 500,000 children in the foster care system in the 

United States at any one time, an estimated 24,000 foster youth 

age out of care EACH YEAR at 18 and attempt to live 

independently. About 34% of those fail because they are 

mentally, educationally, and financially incapable of surviving in 

society and end up in hospitals, detention centers, or on the 
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The COMMA 

Dear Friends 

 The Annual Meeting of the congregation has now taken place.  It was a long but productive 

meeting for those who were able to attend. The highlight of the meeting for me was the unanimous 

secret ballot vote in favor of supporting our Wisconsin Conference in its journey to becoming an Open 

and Affirming Conference.  That in itself was visionary but there were questions from the floor as to 

why a vote could not take place at that meeting for our own congregation to become Open and 

Affirming.  Our Moderator, Judy Thoms pointing out that in order to take that action our congregation 

must follow the set syllabus and procedure created by the United Church of Christ.  Judy announced 

that it was her intention to lead that syllabus and procedure during this year. It will be up to the 

congregation as to how quickly we proceed to a resolution. 

The reports from the various church Boards contained interesting reading but I want to bring 

one specific items to your attention here.   

Our Outreach Board reported that it has taken on the mission of researching the feasibility of 

creating a series of youth homelessness projects.  This initiative followed Peggy Abel and I accepting 

the invitation to attend the Hunger and Homelessness Summit in December last year.  It was called by 

Congressman Sean Duffy to address what he has identified as a growing concern in the 7
th

 

Congressional District.  

NATH gathered statistics that showed there was an adult homelessness problem in the Tri Counties 

and addressed that problem with the creation of the Frederick Street Shelter.  We are already well 

aware of the high demand that our local Food 
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out of care EACH YEAR at 18 and attempt to live independently. About 34% of those fail because they 

are mentally, educationally, and financially incapable of surviving in society and end up in hospitals, 

detention centers, or on the streets.   

Another group of homeless youth that lack statistical information is runaway children. Within 

Wisconsin alone there are 26,000 incidents of runaway children.  The act of running away can be due to 

many reasons that include family conflict, forced to leave home by a parent, and escaping sexual or 

physical abuse.  Most of these runaways had not come to the attention of the Department of Children and 

Families and so are not included in the foster care statistics.  

Reliable estimates suggest that on any given night there are approximately 1.3 million homeless 

youth in the United States living unsupervised on the streets, in abandoned buildings, with friends or 

with strangers.  It is estimated that 5,000 unaccompanied youth (fancy name for homeless kids) die each 

year as a result of assault, illness, or suicide.  

The word on the street is that the Tri Counties has its fair share of homeless youth. Our Outreach 

Board wants to try to do something for these kids. They do not plan to become homeless.  They are all 

victims of the society in which we live.  Anyone interested in being heavily involved in the initiative and 

willing to get their hands dirty, please make contact with me.   

 

Your pastor and friend, 

Chris 

 

 

 



 

Lay Readers 

for February 

 
Feb. 2  Judy Thoms 

Feb. 9  Ed Stoever 

Feb. 16  Nancy Watry 

Feb. 23  Tom Jerow 

 

February 5 Potluck – You Bring It! 

February 12 Baked Potato Bar 

February 19 Potluck – It’s You Again! 

February 26 Roast Pork Dinner 

 

  

Bulletin Board Volunteer 

The Spiritual Life Board is looking for someone to pin 
articles and photos of our members’ activities onto the 
hallway bulletin board each month. There already are 
people cutting the clippings from newspapers. Leah Fox 
has handled this for many years but can no longer to it. 
Please contact the church office or a member of the 
Spiritual Life Board to volunteer. 

 

Funeral Lunch Coordinator 

We are currently looking for folks (male or female!) who 
would be willing to be trained in the coordination of 
funeral lunches.  We are hoping to find at least 6 people 
to be on the list, so at least one would be available on 
short notice. And with a number of people, the job will 
not always fall to the same person/people.  Ample 
training will be provided!  Please contact Mary in the 
church office if you are willing to participate in this 
important ministry. 

  

 

 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

 

February at the Café 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 

The 2014 World Day of Prayer 

observance will be held on Friday, 

March 7 at 1:00 p.m. at Trinity 

Lutheran Church. This year, Christian 

women of Egypt have written the 

program. 

   

Members from Nativity of our Lord, 1
st

 

Congregational UCC, United Methodist 

Church, and Trinity Lutheran will 

present the program. Please come and 

join us! 



 

REDUCED OCWM BUDGET FOR 2014 

There were a number of concerned members at Annual Meeting who had noticed that the proposed 2014 budget 

for our OCWM budget had been greatly reduced from the previous year.  I can assure you that the figure of 

$12,000 was reached after a great deal of thought and agonized discussion by the Administration Board and was 

not plucked out of thin air.  The figure was calculated on a formula that took one of the highest OCWM dollar 

rates per member that had been paid over the past six years, then that sum was multiplied by the number of 

current members.  It is our much lower number on our church membership list that reduces our OCWM giving.   

OCWM stands for Our Churches Wider Mission but there may be some misunderstanding as to where 

our OCWM money goes. In the first instance our OCWM offering is sent to the Wisconsin Conference who 

takes the lion’s share of the offering for its own needs before sending the remainder to the national offices of the 

United Church of Christ. 

 Not all the 38 Conferences have the staff resources to compile a detailed report on the amounts of 

withholding of OCWM but as an example, Penn Central Conference produced a report in 2009 that explains the 

mechanics.  A verbal report to the Executive Board of Wisconsin Conference this past December suggested that 

withholding had increased in our Conference so that even less was sent on to the national office of the UCC. 

 

Here is what the Penn Central Conference said in 2009: 

For every $10.00 that is given to Our Church’s Wider Mission, $7.00 remains within the Penn Central 

Conference and $3.00 is sent to our United Church of Christ Ministries. 

The $7.00 which stays in Penn Central Conference provides: staff to assist your church when you call a 

new pastor; workshops and programs to strengthen your church; a resource center available to all our churches; 

our Outdoor Ministries program, including summer camping and retreat opportunities; youth programming; 

assistance when local churches are seeking resources; communications that educate and keep us connected; staff 

support for Association councils and committees. 

Of the $3.00 that goes to our United Church of Christ Ministries (via the national office): 

$0.78 supports the Office of General Ministries, including visioning and planning; ecumenical and interfaith 

connections; communications; administrative services to the church; and planning General Synod. 

$0.75 supports the Local Church Ministries, including Christian Education, stewardship, leadership and worship 

resources, national youth event; the nationwide search and call process; evangelism, church vitality and new 

church starts; partnerships with UCC-related colleges and seminaries. 

$0.51 supports Wider Church Ministries, including missionaries in 22 countries; child sponsorship program; 

refugee program; and national disaster response. 

$0.45 supports Justice & Witness Ministries, including hunger and poverty issues; health care concerns; 

environmental justice; prison ministries; youth empowerment; human rights and peace ministries. 

$0.30 supports the work of the Executive Council that provides governance oversight between General Synods. 

$0.21 supports the work of the Pension Boards, supplementing the pensions of retired UCC clergy with low 

income; providing resources and workshops regarding the UCC health plan, annuity, etc. 

 

In the Penn Central Conference report the national office of the UCC will direct just 51 cents out of each 

$10 of OCWM offerings to be used to support Wider Church Ministries, including missionaries in 22 countries; 

child sponsorship program; refugee program; and national disaster response. 

In 2013 our church paid to the Wisconsin Conference $17,949.04 toward the OCWM fund but in 

addition we sent special offerings that went DIRECTLY to the UCC missions of: 

Those special offerings added another $3,343 to central mission funds. 

We didn’t stop there because we also supported local mission funding to the Area Churches Emergency 

Service, White Gifts, Personal Essentials Pantry, Backpacks, RAFP, and Kids In Need that totaled $4,755.91, let 



First Congregational United Church of Christ Financial Statement 
as of December 31, 2013 

  
Income            Year-to-Date Actual         2013 Budget 
Pledged 141,984.34 160,598.00  
Non-Pledged 58,981.00 45,000.00 
Loose Offering 2,572.25 5,000.00  
Interest Income 0.00 4,000.00 
Parsonage Rental 6,900.00 7,200.00 
Old School Rental 1,500.00 0.00 
Trig’s Rebate Program 2,319.78 0.00 
Use of Facilities 2,445.70 1,500.00 
Miscellaneous Income 430.00 0.00 
 
Total income 217,133.07 223,298.00 
  
  
Expenses                                          Year-to-Date Actual 2013 Budget 
Payroll – Minister/Support Staff 121,729.49 137,169.00 
OCWM 17,949.00 17,200.00 
Mission 3,120.28 5,434.00 
Christian Education 4,434.63 6,950.00 
Building & Maintenance 52,201.70 54,650.00 
Boards/Committees 3,475.42 2,500.00 
Office Supplies 11,364.58 13,725.00 
 
Total Expenses 214,275.10 237,628.00 
  
Transfer Dean Fund to Schwab 17,000.00 
  
Total Expenses/Transfer 231,275.10  
  
Income Less Expenses -7,977.10 -14,330.00 
 
 

One Great Hour of Sharing 

Neighbors in Need 

The Christmas Fund 

Strengthen the church. 

Those special offerings added another $3,343 to central mission funds. 

We didn’t stop there because we also supported local mission funding to the Area Churches Emergency 

Service, White Gifts, Personal Essentials Pantry, Backpacks, RAFP, and Kids In Need that totaled $4,755.91, let 

alone gifts in kind to PEP and the Food Pantry. So in 2013 we gave $26,047 as mission offerings. Not bad for a 

congregation of around 270 people.    

                                            Pastor Chris 

 



 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 

The February meeting of 

Women’s Fellowship will be held 

on Wednesday, February 19 at 

1:00 p.m. at the church. Come 

and meet up with other women 

from the church. There will be a 

program and devotions. 

Refreshments will be served. We 

will be planning for the rest of the 

year. See you on Wednesday, 

February 19
th

 !! 

ROAD TRIP TO MADISON OPERA 

On Sunday, April 27, Madison 

Opera will present “Dead Man 

Walking,” a Jake Heggie opera 

based on the book of the same 

name by Sister Helen Prejean. 

Since its premier in 2000, “Dead 

Man Walking” has become a 

modern classic, one of the most 

important, powerful operas ever 

written. Based on Sister Helen 

Prejean’s book that inspired the 

movie of the same name, it tells 

of a nun’s journey as the spiritual 

advisor of a convicted murderer 

on Louisiana’s death row. From 

its shocking beginning to its 

emotionally searing final scene, 

this opera changes everyone who 

encounters it. Its stunning score 

and intense story combine into a 

work that “must be reckoned 

something of a masterpiece – a 

gripping, enormously skillful 

marriage of words and music to 

    A NEW FACE  

the FORUM 
The Forum will resume meeting on 

Sunday February 9, 2014 at 10:20AM, 

following the Traditional service. The 

topic will be the final session of the 

“Painting the Stars” and when we meet 

next on February 23, the topic will be a 

video presentation by Robin Meyer, 

Pastor of Mayflower UCC in Oklahoma 

City, Oklahoma.  The Forum will then be 

on hiatus until April 13.  No matter 

where you are on life’s journey, you are 

welcome. Come and join us in the lounge. 

 

tell a story of love, suffering, and 

spiritual redemption” (San 

Francisco Chronicle). Parental 

Advisory:  This opera contains 

nudity, graphic violence, and 

explicit language and is not 

recommended for anyone under 

age 18. If you would be interested 

in going as a group to see this 

production on April 27 at 2:30 p.m., 

contact Steven Schreier or Tom 

Jerow at 715-369-6875 or email: 

tjerow@gmail.com. Deadline for 

RSVP is Saturday, February 15. For 

more information, this is the 

website: 

http://www.madisonopera.org/perf

ormances-2013-

2014/dead_man_walking/  

WEBSITE UPDATE 

The website is now fully functional 

and the web team would like very 

much to receive your feedback so 

that improvements can be made. 

You can use the comment form on 

the web-site or send an email 

directly to Tom Jerow at 

tjerow@gmail.com.  The web 

address is www.rhinelanderucc.org. 

We hope to make improvements 

over time and your suggestions 

would be very much appreciated. If 

you’d like to suggest topical news 

items for the blog, you may also 

send an email to Tom. Next month 

the Facebook page will be up and 

running. 

 

SENIOR ADULTS 

STAY IN TOUCH! 

COME SEE US 
135 E. Larch St. 
Rhinelander, WI   54501 

CALL US 
(715) 365-1535 

VISIT US 
www.rhinelanderucc.org 

 

E-MAIL US 
rhiucc@newnorth.net 

FAX US 
715.365.1540 
 
A “God Is Still Speaking” 

Church 
 

 

 

around CHURCH 

 

The God Is Still Speaking Team, the Administrative Board 
and church leadership are working together to give our 
narthex (front entry) a face-lift. This important entryway 
is where people get their first impression of Rhinelander 
UCC. We want it to be a warm, sophisticated and welcoming 
place to gather before and after worship. The project involves 
painting the narthex and installing subtly textured panels to 
hide some of the institutional-style cinderblock walls. More 
information about the project will become available as we 
work with our team to finalize the plans. Our face-lift is 
funded entirely by a generous donation from an anonymous 
member of our congregation. If you have any questions about 
the plan, please feel free to talk to Bob Thoms, Tom 
Jerow, or a member of the GISS Team: Jane Banning, Nancy 
Brissee, and Randy Larch. 
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