
 

THE COMMA 
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST MARCH 2014 

FROM OUR PASTOR 

Dear Friends, 

March is the month in which we start the contemplative journey of Lent.  We will be holding an Ash Wednesday service 

at 6:30 p.m. in our church, but we will be joined by the choir and congregation of Immanuel Lutheran Church. 

For the Wisconsin Conference and Northwest Association, March is a time of preparation for Annual Meetings.  As a 

member of the Executive of both Association and Conference, there have been committee meetings before reports go to the full 

Executive this month. As you may already be aware, both the Conference and all four Associations are in flux at this time.  

Leadership has retired and temporary or interim leadership is in place but planning and visioning for the future are taking place.  

Not only is there the question of who will be called to the leadership positions but more importantly, what do we want them to 

do for us when they arrive? Financial resources in the Conference are falling because local churches have found their own 

incomes depleted and budgets have been cut accordingly.  That is what happened to our own church budget for the coming year.  

In any long-serving organization there is a tendency to continue doing what we have always done without much thought as to 

whether what was done is appropriate for a new era.  Even if the organization is willing to talk about that nasty word ‘change,’ it 

takes a long time to turn the juggernaut from its present course. 

I have been part of a Mission and Vision Statement sub group of the Conference Executive Council at which each 

Association of the Conference has been represented.  We concluded that the Wisconsin Conference is made up of many parts,  

those parts being the individual churches and ministries that make up the Conference.  We are all in covenant with one another 

while at the same time each church or ministry of the Conference is autonomous. Our sub group noted that if each church was 

autonomous then our leadership is also based in the congregation of each church. That means that the Conference staff are not 

our leaders but the servants to the churches and ministries that make up the Conference.   

A report from the Mission and Vision Statement sub group will suggest a new Mission Statement to the Executive along 

with a list of what we think are the Core Functions of the Conference Staff.  It was a matter of the prioritization of the work of 

the Conference so that Conference staff and Conference resources might be used more efficiently.  What might have been 

priorities of past Conference staff have turned out to have far less support among the congregations they serve. 

This is not the final word on the subject.  It is very much a work in progress in order to turn that juggernaut.  There is 

another stage that we will be talking about in our next meeting.  Under the covenantal relationship we claim as UCC members, it 

goes without saying that if the Conference staff are expected to change then so too must our congregations and ministries. The 

change expected is less troublesome than you might think.  The covenantal relationship carries an expectation that we help each 

other. The wealth of knowledge that the Conference staff held in their long service may have gone but there is more than enough 

knowledge remaining within the congregations.  We want to make that knowledge available to every congregation and ministry.  

Sounds easy but it will take willing and effort. 

Just thought you might be interested in what is going in the Conference and Northwest Association on your behalf. 

 

Your pastor and friend  -  Chris 

 

Chris 



 

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE 

Join with members of our congregation and those from 

Immanuel Lutheran Church on Wednesday, March 5 for 

our combined Ash Wednesday service. We’ll have a 

Café Soup ‘n Bread supper at 5:30 p.m., to which folks 

from Immanuel Lutheran will be invited, and follow that 

with our service beginning at 6:30 p.m. Our music for the 

service will be provided by a combined choir.  So mark 

Ash Wednesday, March 5 on your calendars and come 

worship with us as we begin the season of Lent. 

As your newly-elected Moderator, 

I was particularly drawn to this 

message, “Hello, My Name Is 

Church.” It prompts me to ask for 

prayers and patience in 2014 as we 

explore how to best live our 

mission: “Whoever you are and 

wherever you are in life’s journey, 

you are welcome here.” The past 

year was full of wonderful people 

doing great things in our church 

community. We celebrate an 

energized Kids’ Studio, exciting 

Worship 4U2 services, a focus on 

youth homelessness, support for an 

Open and Affirming (ONA) 

Conference, a warm welcome each 

Sunday morning thanks to the 

GISS initiative – just to name a 

few. In addition, we were blessed 

by Judy Thoms’ dedicated service 

as Moderator during 2013. Judy 

was – and continues to be - a 

strong, effective leader. Thank 

you! Whether we like it or not, our 

church is indeed NOT heaven or 

paradise or anywhere near perfect; 

but we are your church and we 

want you here. Can’t wait to see 

you! 

God bless, 

Beth Kost, Moderator 

HELLO, MY NAME IS CHURCH! 

I’m sure you’ve heard a lot about me. I have no shortage of critics. 

Perhaps you have heard that I am . . . boring/shallow/cheap/a waste of 
time. You’ve heard that I am full of . . . hypocrites/clowns/greedy 
people/the self-righteous. Maybe you have visited me before and 
discovered . . . horrible music/passionless singing/dry preaching/rude 
congregants. Maybe you needed me and I was . . . too busy/too 
“righteous”/too broke/too blind. Maybe you joined me and found I was . . . 
distant/demanding/dull/preoccupied. Maybe you tried to serve in me but 
were caught off guard by . . . business meetings/committees/teams/ 
bureaucracy. Maybe you left and were surprised that nobody . . . called/ 
cared/noticed/invited you back. Perhaps your experience has driven you 
to . . . speak negatively of me/swear to never come back to me/proclaim 
that no one needs me/believe you’re better off without me. If this is true, 
I have something to say to you:  I’m sorry./I was wrong./I blew it./I made a 
huge mistake. But remember, I never said my name was . . . perfect/flaw-
less/complete/arrived. My name is church. I welcome the . . .hypocrite/ 
dry/self-righteous/shallow. I welcome the . . . sincere/passionate/for-
giving/selfless. I cannot shut my doors to the people who make you . . . 
angry/uncomfortable/impatient/self-conscious. But I would remind you 
that we couldn’t always worship in the same room. In the Old Testament 
there was a division between the . . . Gentile/Jew/Man/Woman. In order for 
us to all worship in the same room, Christ was . . . shamed/beaten/killed/ 
resurrected. Which is far worse than being . . . bored/uncomfortable/ 
embarrassed/ignored. So why not come back to church and let all of these 
messed up people . . . challenge you/sharpen you/ strengthen you/ 
humble you? I can’t promise you that the people will be great. This is 
church. It’s not . . . heaven/paradise/Beulah Land/The Celestial City.   

Come back. God wants you here. The body needs you here. 
The world needs your witness here. You belong here. 

 
Hello, my name is church. I miss you. I love you. I’m sorry. Can’t wait to 
see you! 

  Source:  The Unappreciated Pastor (http://theunappreciatedpastor.wordpress.com/) 

 



 

LAY READERS FOR MARCH 

March 2 Julie Russell 

March 9 Mary Dork 

March 16 Shirley Babcock 

March 23 Carolyn Jolin 

March 30 Beth Kost 

CAFÉ MENUS FOR MARCH 

Ash Wednesday, March 5, is the 

beginning of Lent. The Café will be 
serving soup, bread and dessert meals 

(with the exception of potluck nights) 
during Lent. Check out the delicious 

soups on the menu for March: 
 

March 5 (Ash Wednesday) 
     Beef Barley and Cheesy Potato Soups 

 
March 12 

     Chicken Noodle Soup 

 
March 19 

     Potluck Night! 
 

March 26 
     Italian Tortellini Soup 

  

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 

The March meeting of 

Women’s Fellowship will be on 

Wednesday, March 19 at 1:00 

p.m. at the church. Judy Thoms 

will present a program on her 

recent European barge trip. All 

women of the church are invited 

to participate. We will be 

making plans for upcoming 

events. Hope you will join in 

this time of fellowship and 

inspiration.  

What:    Family Pizza and Game Afternoon 
 
When:  Saturday, March 1st  
 
What Time:    3 to 6 p.m. 
 
Where:  Fellowship Hall 
 
Who:   YOU!!  
 
We invite everyone to a fun afternoon of 
games and pizza and snacks. All ages are 
welcome! Bring a friend and join us for a 
variety of games and good food! 
  

 

PEACE 



 

 
RHINELANDER RURAL FOYER PROJECT 

 Since the February meeting of the Outreach Board, the Task Group has formed.  It is made up of Merlin Van Buren, 

Dr. Peggy Abel, Margot Schwartzman , and Pastor Chris. The group met shortly after the Outreach Board meeting when a 

general agreement of how we would start our work was reached and a bundle of official reports and booklets about the area of 

concern and possible options for alleviating the concern were handed out to each member of the Task Group.  

What is the area of concern?  It is the long-reported problem of the high number of homeless youth in Wisconsin.  The 

numbers are made up of youths aging out of foster care that have become or are likely to become homeless along with youth 

who are “runaways or throwaways.” The combined figures and estimated figures can be so overwhelming it is no wonder that 

there are few projects that address the problem in Wisconsin. 

Congressman Duffy of the 7
th
 District made a written statement to the Congressional Budget Committee in January in 

which he drew attention to the homeless problem in rural areas and pointed out: 

 

“Poverty doesn’t just hit families in high population centers like Chicago, Milwaukee, or Minneapolis – it 

also hits small towns like Ladysmith, Laona, and Spooner. One example of Washington’s inequality in poverty 

assistance are Community Development Block Grants, which are a primary source of funding for affordable 

housing and anti-poverty programs; unfortunately, however, they skew disproportionately to urban areas. 

Seventy-percent of funds are required to go to urban areas, while rural communities must fight over the 

remaining 30%, regardless of how many people live in the urban area in relation to rural.” 

 

Our Task Group is looking at options that might help.  The favorite option is to create a transitional housing project 

for youth between the ages of 16 and 25.  Those ages are chosen for a reason.  There are state and federal resources for this 

youth group along with the White House Faith Based Initiative Fund, even though Congressman Duffy points out that these 

usually end up going to urban projects. 

There is also a specific project model that interests us.  It’s called a Foyer.  The Foyer is a well-established model of 

transitional housing for youth that has been growing in popularity around the world over the past two decades.  A Foyer is an 

integrated learning and accommodation center providing safe and secure housing, support and training for young people aged 

16-25 for anywhere up to two years duration.  Young people entering a Foyer are expected to actively engage in their own 

development and make a positive contribution to their local community. This ‘deal’ is a defining characteristic of the Foyer 

approach. 

The nature of this exchange depends very much on the individual, where they have come from, the barriers they are 

facing and their aspirations for the future. 

It often means picking up the threads of education, developing skills for independence, and encouraging greater 

resilience to overcome barriers. It can also mean rebuilding family relationships, overcoming mental health issues or 

developing stronger self-confidence and self-belief. 

The Foyer model has been used with great success in both urban and rural situations across the world, but the only two 

existing Foyer projects in the US are in St. Paul, Minnesota and Manhattan, New York City.  The Task Group thinks it’s about 

time that a rural foyer existed, and so why not in Rhinelander?  

Representatives of the group have already taken a look at an interesting site for a Foyer in Rhinelander. A visit has 

been arranged in March to an existing Foyer and another project model option.  Both are conveniently located in St. Paul, 

Minnesota. 

A Foyer is both a building and a program.  The cost of the building is one project and the program running costs are 

another.  Manuals and “How To” information are available (we have collected a number of these already). Grants and other 

resources for a building project expect match funding, with Congressman Duffy and his staff asking to be brought into the mix 

when we are a little further along in our fact finding.  There are program grants available that are based on resources for a 

variety of youth categories, but foundations and philanthropic individuals will also be encouraged. 

We have only been in existence a few weeks, but interest and support have already come from unexpected places and 

people.  Watch this space for more information 

 

Pastor Chris 
 



First Congregational United Church of Christ Financial Statement 
as of January 31, 2014 

  
Income            Year-to-Date Actual         2014 Budget 
Pledged 10,354.50 141,093.00  
Non-Pledged 1,075.00 44,000.00 
Loose Offering 147.72 2,500.00  
Interest Income 0.00 .00 
Parsonage Rental 300.00 7,200.00 
Old School Rental 300.00 3,600.00 
Trig’s Rebate Program 899.77 2,000.00 
Use of Facilities 624.00 2,500.00 
Miscellaneous Income 6,455.00 0.00 
 
Total income 20,155.99 202,893.00 
  
  
Expenses                                          Year-to-Date Actual 2014 Budget 
Payroll – Minister/Support Staff 14,024.99 124,606.00 
OCWM 1,000.00 12,000.00 
Mission 1,297.50 5,798.00 
Christian Education 18.93 4,250.00 
Building & Maintenance 6,971.91 54,362.00 
Boards/Committees 12.83 2,000.00 
Office Supplies 746.81 18,500.00 
 
Total Expenses 24,072.97 221,516.00 
  
  
Income Less Expenses -3,916.98 -18,623.00 
 
 

Check out our Fair Trade Store! We 

now have honey, marmalade, and 

strawberry jam for $4.00 each. We’ll 

also continue to carry coffee ($7.00), 

tea ($3.00), chocolate ($3.00), and 

olive oil ($10.00). Enjoy these quality 

products with the knowledge that you 

are helping the farmers earn a living 

wage. 
 



 

 

VACATION BIBLE  SCHOOL  

Our Vacation Bible School 
dates have been set for this 
year. It will be Monday 
through Thursday, June 16 
through 19. Watch for on-
line registration and pro-
gram information in the 
coming months. In the mean 
time, mark your calendars 
for this important church 
event! 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 

The 2014 World Day of Prayer 
observance will be held on 
Friday, March 7 at 1:00 p.m. at 
Trinity Lutheran Church. 
This year, Christian women 
of Egypt have written the 
program. Members from 
Nativity of Our Lord, First 
Congregational UCC, United 
Methodist, and Trinity 
Lutheran will present the 
program. Please come and join 
us! 
 

WHAT’S IN A NAME?? 

We want to address a source of some on-going concern 
expressed by some of our members regarding our name.  Our 
official corporate church name, according to our by-laws, is "First 
Congregational United Church of Christ Rhinelander, Wisconsin."  
A mouthful for sure! 
 
We're also known as: 
-The Congregational Church 
-The First Congregational Church 
-The United Church of Christ or UCC 
 
To decrease the confusion with the different titles and to align 
ourselves with the national, progressive message within the God 
Is Still Speaking campaign (to which our congregation voted to 
belong), the Executive Council has endorsed the simpler name 
"Rhinelander United Church of Christ" as our "public" (i.e., 
newspaper, radio, etc.) name. Most people from outside of our 
congregation who are searching for our church know the "UCC" 
as the nation-wide inclusive and progressive denomination of 
which we are a part.  We hope that the shortening of our name for 
use in the public domain will more easily and directly attract those 
seekers to us. There are other churches with similar-sounding 
names that have very different core values, and we hope, with the 
use of our comma logo, and the dissemination of information 
about our activities, outreach and Kids' Studio, that our national 
affiliation with the UCC will allow us to stand out from other 
similar-sounding names. The GISS team is working on letting the 
greater Rhinelander area know about our distinct, progressive and 
inclusive message. 
 
THERE IS NO PLAN TO CHANGE OUR NAME.  This, rather, is 
an effort to identify with the UCC as a whole.  In fact, our vision 
statement says: "We strive to balance our rich religious past with 
openness to new ideas, people and possibilities."  A simpler way 
to refer to our church is a way of balancing our past with our 
vibrant future and attract the people we know are searching for 
our progressive Christian message.   

 

  

 

 

 

STAY IN TOUCH! 

COME SEE US 
135 E. Larch St. 
Rhinelander, WI   54501 

CALL US 
(715) 365-1535 

VISIT US 
www.rhinelanderucc.org 

 

E-MAIL US 
rhiucc@newnorth.net 

FAX US 
715.365.1540 
 
A “God Is Still Speaking” 

Church 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.rhinelanderucc.org/

